BOCKING

PRIMARY SCHOOL

WHAT'S
COMING UP

January

20th - 02 Young Voices
Choir Trip

27th - Y4 Colchester
Castle Trip

February

4t . Y3 Saffron Walden
Museum Trip - details to
follow

15t - 20* - Half Term
23 - Non Pupil Day

March

13t - Y5 Bocking Arts
Centre Trip - details to
follow

BEFORE SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES
Fri - IRock

AFTER SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

Mon - CHOIR
Wed - SCS
Thu - SCS

BOCKING NEWS

Bocking Primary School Weekly Round Up
Friday 9th January 2026

Dear Parents / Carers,

It has been wonderful to have all our pupils, parents, and staff return for what promises to be
an exciting and inspiring year ahead, filled with exciting activities and opportunities.

To kick off the term, our staff came together on Monday for an INSET day focused on
researching, learning about, and workshopping the best assessment methods across all
subjects. Staying up to date with well-informed, evidence-based approaches is important as it
ensures our assessments accurately reflect pupil progress and help tailor teaching to meet
each child’s individual needs.

Building on this commitment to excellence, our senior leaders also attended professional
development sessions this week to stay fully informed about the latest changes to the Ofsted
inspection framework and their implications for schools. This ongoing CPD aligns closely with
our vision of best practice and purposeful learning, helping us to ensure that Bocking Primary
continues to meet and exceed high standards in education and safeguarding. We will keep
parents informed with clear updates about the recent Ofsted changes to help everyone
understand what they mean for our school and your child's education.

We are excited to share some of the opportunities coming up for our children, including our
choir’s participation in the O2 Young Voices concert, Year 5's involvement in the Braintree
Sings festival where they will workshop with professional musicians, and our mindfulness
workshops, which are now fully booked. These are just a few of the upcoming experiences that
will enrich our children’s academic and personal development.

Lastly, despite the cold weather at the start of the week, we are incredibly proud of how well
our children coped and returned to school ready to learn, demonstrating excellent learning
behaviours across all year groups. To further support our pupils” well-being, we are pleased to
announce the completion of our new wellbeing shed, which will be used by our wellbeing
mentors during break and lunch times. These mentors will play a crucial role in providing a
safe, welcoming space where children can talk, relax, and find a friend to play with.

Have a lovely weekend
Mrs Cagney

Inclement weather procedure information:

By 7:30 each morning, the school will make a decision on whether it is safe to open or if it
needs to be fully closed or partially opened due to inclement weather. This information will be
reported on the Essex County Council emergency school closures website, posted on the
school website, and communicated to parents via email to ensure everyone is informed in a
timely manner. We will keep you updated through this time.
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STAR OF THE
WEEK

EYFS - Archie B
Year1- George M
Year 2 - Max
Year 3 - Theodore
Year 4 - Connie
Year 5 - Millie H
Year 6 - Skylah

AR READERS

Year 2 - Clara, Callie,
Sidney, Ramona,

Now the weather
has changed,
please ensure

you child has a
water proof
jacket.

All items of
clothing should
be named.

Water only in
bottles please.

Polite Reminder:
The school toilets are
closed for cleaning
from 3:20.

The children in EYFS were very excited this week to talk about their Christmas holidays and to

see the snow, which inspired us to create some winter artwork. We painted snowmen,
decorated with a range of materials. In literacy, we warmed up our writing skills through word-
building activities and learnt how to write a caption, practising the use of our index finger to
create finger spaces between words. In maths, we developed our ‘fast eyes' by recognising
amounts on a dice while playing a track game, helping maths Monkey carefully jump from 0 to
10. When we reached 8, we worked out that we needed to roll a 2 to land on 10. We were even
able to explain our thinking!

In our English this week we have focused on using adjectives to add descriptions about the
character in the short film we have watched and then used and to join these adjectives
together. In PE we started our Fitness unit and had to think about how our body changes when
we exercise. We noticed that we felt tired at the end of each exercise and also that our
hearts were beating quickly. This week we introduced our new topic enquiry question - Where
do I live? In our first lesson we explored maps and noticed that in Braintree there are lots of
churches and schools. In math's we have been exploring numbers up to 20 and have started
to identify how we can partition them into tens and ones!

This week in English, Year 2 have been developing their
grammar skills by exploring nouns, verbs, adjectives and
commas, all linked o our exciting new topic, the Great Fire of
London. They have started exploring rich vocabulary to bring
their ideas to life for their dilemma stories. In maths, the
children have been strengthening their problem-solving skills,
adding and subtracting two-digit numbers with confidence.
They are now ready to move on to multiplication next week. In
History, we launched our new unit on the Great Fire of London
with an exciting hook. The children created paintings of London
houses and the fire, helping them to imagine what the event
may have been like. During Computing, Year 2 learned how to

take a good photograph, thinking carefully about focus,
positioning and what makes an effective image. Finally, in RE,
the children reflected on places where they feel they belong,
sharing thoughtful ideas about why these places are special to
them.
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REMINDERS

ATTE N8I3ANCE
PUNCTUALITY

97% - EYFS
94% - Year1
92% - Year 2
99% - Year 3
89% - Year 4
96% - Year 5
93% - Year 6

Attendance

target 95%

Please be aware that
the gates open at 8:35,
and your child is
marked late, affecting
their attendance from
8:50am. Punctuality is a
valuable lifelong skill.
Late arrival affects not
only the pupil who is
late but disrupts the
whole class. Where a
pupil arrives after the
registers close, with no
justifiable reason, a U
code will be entered
into the register.The U
code amounts to an
unauthorised absence
for the whole session.
We must warn you, a
penalty notice may be
issued where there
have been at least ten
sessions of
unauthorised absence
during a rolling 10
school week period.
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